World TB Day-2008 in the Eastern Mediterranean Region-Highlights
World TB Day, a day to honor the contribution of all and reiterate the commitment to the global fight against Tuberculosis, was commemorated across the Eastern Mediterranean Region enthusiastically. National Programmes, Private sector institutions, Non governmental organizations, patients’ societies and corporate sector organized seminars, walks, workshops, printed special newspaper supplements and arranged Television talks. Below is the summarized information received from different countries:

Afghanistan: Afghanistan organized a workshop on “Voicing for the Unheard-Women & TB”. The Guest of Honor was the Stop TB Ambassador Anna Cataldi along with the Deputy Minister for Public Health, a large number of TB activists, media, donors and officials. Recommendations were drafted to improve the existing interventions and control the rising number of female TB patients. 
Egypt: Egypt marked its TB Day with exclusively arranged sessions with television radio artists, producers and directors and seminars at national and governorate levels. Leading actors and actresses for the first time came up on stage and committed their time and efforts for TB. A technical conference on TB and lung health by a leading civil society organization was also organized under the auspices of the President. 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: Besides activities by Ministry of Health, for the first time a corporate sector retail chain partnered with TB Control Programme and WHO in KSA to organize a special campaign on TB day, the special arrangements included free medical examination at chain malls, expert lectures on communicable diseases, awareness tips and surprise give aways for the whole day.
Pakistan: Pakistan made TB day a special day with day long live television & radio transmission on nation wide networks exclusively focused on TB, walks, seminars in capital and other cities, news editorials and special supplements. Major cities were branded with TB messages with banners, hoardings and billboards. High level Ministry of Health officials attended the ceremonies held in this connection.   

Sudan: Sudan organized several activities to mark the Day including the visit of the First Lady to a TB health facility and participation TB Day activities. She committed herself to work more for the cause of TB control. Besides, football matches, seminars, walks were also held in the capital and provinces.   
Other countries also arranged a host of activities and contributed to the call of “I am Stopping TB”.  
